Roman Marching Kit


I should note up front that the items in this display are, for the most part, conjectural reconstructions based in large part on statuary evidence, although some archaeological finds have reinforced some of what can be seen here.


Materials used were some brown cowhide leather for the stuff bag and sarcina itself, hemp cording for the mesh bag, oak for the furca, and medium weight blue wool for the paenula, the which is still under construction. If you wish to see it find me as I will be working on it while here. I also used common pine for the wood buttons, an unknown wood for the toggles, and waxed linen thread to sew the thing together. Thicker cowhide was used for the caligae and white cowhide for the crepida. I’ll go through them one by one here.

Furca - This is the marching pole that carries the Roman Legionary’s kit. After the reforms of Marius in the Republic legionaries were expected to carry a sizeable amount of their own kit thus reducing the size of the baggage train. We see these poles on Trajan’s column held high above the backs of the troops much like a hobo might be imagined to carry his bag. Experimental reconstructions done under living archaeology conditions have shown this to be highly impractical and the depiction is probably artistic license used to show them more clearly. In practice it is likely that the gear rested on the legionary’s back, the pole providing an excellent balance as use has shown. This particular version has been made of oak provided to me by my woodworking friend Titus Lupus.

Sarcina - also known as the loculus, this is the actual ‘pack’ of the legionary. We see depictions of this pretty clearly on Trajan’s column and that is where this reconstruction is taken from. It should be noted that the construction is highly conjectural as no complete specimens have been found, although the button rings have been round with bits that are thought to be from this pack. The pack is surprisingly roomy considering its construction. I have used brown cowhide here, about 4 ounce weight. It is thought these were originally made from goat hide as the pattern we have derived uses up one full goat hide almost completely. Of course, any leather could and probably would have been used, but my next version of this will be made from goat hide.

The brass rings holding the shoulder strap and the entire buckle assembly to include the rivets were made by me from plain brass rod. The piece was stitched by hand using a saddle stitch for strength using 4 ply waxed linen thread, the stitching holes made using a leather awl and placed by eye, hence the uneven nature.

These packs contained things like udones (socks), extra tunics, shaving gear, utensils and so on. This one contains a replica cup from the Venetian Cat that is inscribed with my Legio number and initials. 

Stuff Bag - Again, this is seen on Trajan’s column and I have a picture taken from the column rendered in ink to make the items of the pack appear more clearly. It is a small picture but I have labeled some of the parts. I do not know what this was called properly; we mostly call it a sack. It has been made from the same cowhide as the sarcina. The same stitches were used with the same thread. The rings that hold it to the furca are made by me but they have been riveted since I could not braze them where I live and I have no shop. This one holds the rolled up paenula, and can also hold Lorica Segmentata when it is collapsed down on itself.

Patera - This is a cooking and eating pot we find pretty often in the archaeological record. The example here was made by Deepeeka and purchased by me to make the pack more complete. It is purely there to give a more complete picture. It is made from heavy brass and lined with tin so it can indeed be used.

Mesh Bag - We see these on Trajan’s column as well although we are not entirely sure what they carried. They were probably used to carry a variety of things. In this case, the one I have made is derived from a pattern shown on the Venetian Cat website, the Lady of which made the terra sigillata bottle that I am using as a water bottle here. I made the bag from hemp cord. It is a conjectural reconstruction at best and I will use thinner cord in the next iteration, but this is what I had at the time.
Paenula - This is a cloak that was, for a time, much favored by the legionaries. It is said to be derived from the Gauls, being also called the ‘Gaulish cloak’. It is of simple construction, being a large rectangle of 3 meters by about 1.35 or so meters, with a hood about 40 centimeters tall and made to fit in width. Color is highly debated and speculative; no one really knows, although we have a reference to an admiral being given a blue cloak at one point, and we know from Vegetius that the British fleet used blue sails and the sailors wore blue. Since my depiction is that of a Marine of the Ravenna fleet not long after they were formed into an Iustae Legionis, I have chosen to use blue wool. I have used 2 ply waxed linen thread to sew it, using stitches that date back to the Bronze Age. I have used an overlap seam for attaching the hood.


The front closure for these is shown in statuary to have been both sewn and to have used toggles and buttons. In one example from Britain we see two buttons on the top and two toggles below it, and interesting combination.


Examples of these cloaks, or parts of them, have been found and reconstructions nicely reproduce the peculiar folds and shapes of these cloaks.  The picture in this packet shows a version with a sewn shut front, or so it appears. 

Caligae & Crepida - These are here only as an indicator of projects under construction being derived from early and inaccurate patterns. The hobnails in these are clench nails which are pretty much the most commonly used substitute for hobnails that we have easy access to. The Crepida are civilian shoes and the Caligae are of course, military boots. The patterns of the ‘hobnails’ are historically correct being derived from those on actual finds; the Romans had an acute understanding of the human foot and how best to support it, presaging modern athletic shoes by 2000 years.

In all of the above cases I used what I had and got around impediments such as inability to braze metal by using other methods. Future reconstructions will be done with more accurate materials and techniques as place and ability allow.

The following resources were used for this:

Websites: 
Legio XX--The Twentieth Legion
Romanarmy.com - A history, archaeological and reenactment community about the ancient Roman Army - Home
Roman Army Talk v2 :: Index
Vindolanda Tablets Online | Welcome
Journal of Roman Military Equipment Studies
Legio IX Hispana Website
Trajan's Column
La colonne d'Adamclisi (Adamklissi)
Books:
Ancient Warfare Magazine

Roman Legionary 58 BC - 69 AD  Osprey Publishing

Imperial Roman Legionary AD 161 - 284  Osprey Publishing

A Companion to the Roman Army - Blackwell Publishing

The Roman Legions Recreated in Color Photographs - Daniel Peterson

The Roman Imperial Army of the First and Second Centuries, 3rd edition - Graham Webster

Roman Military Equipment from the Punic Wars to the Fall of Rome 2nd edition - M. C. Bishop & J. C. N. Coulston

Roman Military Clothing (1) 100 BC - AD 200 - Osprey Publishing

Roman Military Clothing (2) AD 200 - 400 - Osprey Publishing

The Complete Roman Army - Adrian Goldsworthy.

I will be at the event all day so if anyone wishes to ask me about anything, feel free. 

Marca Rutilia Severa (aka Bera Dragonsbane)
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